


Northern District of New York - Federal Criminal Law Update  
Office of Federal Public Defender and Federal Court Bar Association 

Thursday, September 24, 2026  
Hilton Hotel, 40 Lodge St. Albany New York 8:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8:30 am-9:00 am   Registration for morning session and  
continental breakfast 
 

9:00 am -9:20 am   Opening and Welcoming Remarks 

  -Eric Schillinger, Federal Defender, Northern District of New York 
  -Melissa Swartz, Esq. CJA Panel Representative 
 
9:20 am-10:20 am   U.S. Sentencing Guidelines Update:  

What’s New for 2027? 
 

  -Molly Corbett, Assistant Federal Public Defender 

10:20 am-11:10 am   Artificial Intelligence: Introduction  
and Practice Issues  
 

-Hon. Ronald J. Hedges, former U.S. Magistrate Judge, District of N.J. 
 

11:10 am-11:20 am Break  

11:20 am-12:20 pm  Artificial Intelligence and its Impact on Courts,  
Prosecutions and Criminal Practice 

 
-Hon. Ronald J. Hedges, former U.S. Magistrate Judge, District of N.J. 
 

12:20 pm-1:30 pm Lunch- complimentary 
 
1:30 pm- 2:30 pm –  Bureau of Prisons: Sentence calculations; application of 

custody credit and other helpful information related to 
service of federal sentences. 

   
-Stephanie Scannell-Vessella, Senior Attorney, Bureau of Prisons 

 
2:30 pm-3:15 pm  Supreme Court and Second Circuit update 

  -AFPD panel 

3:15 pm-4:00 pm  Defending an Immigration Case: update on recent cases; 
detention and pretrial issues, motions to dismiss and 
logistical considerations  

 
  -Annie LaFex and Tim Austin, Assistant Federal Public Defenders 


